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SPARC GAP

QOUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON JANUARY 5, 1979 AT 8:00 P.M. AT THE RED CROSS
HﬁADQUARTERS 818 - 4th STREET NORTH, ST. PETERSBURG, FL :
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The meeting of December 1, 1978 was called to order by Rex Cottrell
W4GPL, President. Forty-eight members and guests were welcomed and intro-
guced. Dave Stocky K4KE introduced one of his former students, Tim

tewart.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved after one
change. The date of the Parade of Bands is December 2, 1978 not Decem-
ber 3, 1978 as recorded.

The Treasurer's Report was read by Treasurer Frank Ryll W4?IP.

Woody Huddleston K4SCL r, orted that the repeater is working well;
control operators are doing their jobs in an outstanding way; new control
operators will be chosen and trained in the near future; and donations
to the new repeater stand at $1,600,00

Rex WAGPL complimented all the net control operators for their
etcellent work nightly.
L]

WA4WKO reported that he has given the Skip column to John MacDonald
WDACOL to write.

John WDACOL gave a report on the recent hamfest at Sand Key. He
complimented the SPARC women for their efforts in the hospitality room.
He said that the hamfest was a complete success, and plans are already
being made for next year. Debbie MacDonald N4APZ was thanked for her
efforts in behalf of the SPARC hospitality room. ;

The members present at this meeting voted for the new officers for
1979, While votes were being counted, coffee and doughnuts were served.

The meeting ‘was .called back to order® at 9:00 p.m. The slate of
officers nominated by the nominating committee were elected unanimously.
*forty-four votes were cast. Installation of officers will be held at
the January meeting.

Dave KAKE is selling a Signal One for the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Amateur Radio Station WB4APHT. Anyone interested can get in contact with
him.

Joe Bryan WAAWEN reported that the Parade of Bands will be held on
December 3rd and Amateur Radio Operators will be used.

]
Woody KA4SCL reported that the state wide emergency drill will be
held on February 3 & 4, 1979. A large disaster is being planned this year
and Amateurs are asked to be ready to handle traffic and work with local
officials. '

Herb Tuell WAIRA reported that thirty five have made reservations to
the SPARC Christmas dinner at the Holiday Inn South on December 16th,

3d w8%uY told about a new CW kit being sold by the ARRL to be given
to undeveloped countries to aid them in communications, His club in Dayton,
Chio gave 410,000,00 toward the purchase of these radios,
The meeting adjourned at 9:17 P.M2
Respectfully submitted,

. Faith- WA4WOU



NEW OFRICERS FOR 1979

PRESIDENT:

VICE PRESIDENT:
SECRETARY :
TREASURER : 3
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

SPARC-GAP
L

John MacDonald WD4COL
Ed Harney K#4DRN
Faith Lakeman WA4WOU
Frank Ryll W4VIP
Herb Tuell W4IRA

Jack Adams W4NOK
Al Friend W4CP

The Frez sesm = . :

It surely doesu't seem like it, but here is snother year for the SPARClube
Our record, for the past yeer, has been good and I feel that we have added
a few acemphMts to the Club's achievements.

Assuredly, John McDonald @s our new Pres. and Ed Harney as our mew VePrese will
do an outstanding job this comming years Ve all know what a good job our
Secretary and Treasure do, and I'm sure that they will contimue their emviable
work.

Needless to say, I'm sure our fine Executive Committee will contimue to
fumction as alwayss It has been a pleasure to work with them.

DON'T forget, our SPARC GAP exists on it's addse So if you folks assist in
securing additional adds for the paper it will guarantee it's continued
publication. Jack Adams and others give freely of their time, but there are
expenses that must be incurred in publieation. Bob Smith's outstanding efferts
in the addressing and mailing, have certainly resulted in a fine performance
keep up the good work, Bobe

By the time this reaches you our Christmas dinner'wiu be a pleasure of the
paste I'm looking forward to all of us having a pleasant memory of ite.
Herb Tuell, Betty Bellows and Thelma Cottrell have, and are working hard to
make the party all that you would want it o bee

As for Thelms and Myself - DO HAVE A PLEASANT,HAPPY AND ENJOYARLE Christmas

PS— Thanks for not shooting me during the past year while I was President 1!l
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LouRvan Tom Cobb

) 3237 Tyrone Boulevard
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710




COMPLIMENTS OF
WA4TAD

WHATS UP DOC?

W.C.(BILLYHAZELL
BOX3468
SEMINOLE,FLA. 33542
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SPARC-GAP

" MID AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING HAM RADIO CENTER

AMATEUR RADIO
SELL - TRADE - BUY

DISTRIBUTORS FOR —-
KENWOOD - SWAN - TEMPO - HY-GAIN - CDE =~ COLLINS
R.L. DRAKE - CLEGG - GALAXY - TEN TEC - REGENCY
MOSLEY - NEWTRONICS - HALLICRAFTERS =~ TRI-EX - ROHN

ASK ABOUT OUR CREDIT PLANS = MASTER CHARGE & REVOLVING

Ausocialed Radio Communicaliond

8012 Conser P.0.BOX 4327 b Phone: DU. 1-5900
Overland Park, Konsas 66204
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If we meet and you forget
me, you have lost nothing;
but if you meet JESUS
CHRIST and forget Him

you have lost everything.
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WE REBUILD, RADIO, HI FI, AND TV LOUDSPEAKERS

Quaﬁty

SPEAKER RECONING SERVICE

WILMER CHAPIN WHMCA PHONE 895-3401
1679 27th AVE. NORTH. ST, PETERSBURG, FLA. 33713
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ALEXANDER
ELECTRONICS. c.

TWO-WAY RADIO SALES & SERVICE
8131U.S. Hwy. 19
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HELEN BRACE 442 Second Street N.
Owner

APPOINTMENT NECESSARY E?_

N. Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565
Business Band Citizens Band Amateur
Sam WB4HXQ
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BEAUTY SHOP

St. Petersburg, Florida
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UMNITED STATES PROFESSIONAL TENMIS ASSOCIATION

YAMAHA TENNIS PROFESSIONAL STAFF
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SPARC-GAF

Dec. 9, 1978

SPARC REPEATER NEWS

Contributions towards our new machine now total $1602.00. These
received since our last SPLRC GiF repert are:

$250,00 Suncoasters.
50,00 EATE.
15.00 ViCLL.
11.00 40aT,
10.00 T.x4:4T.

Our thanks to all. e have written a letter of thanks to the Suncoasters.
Our congratulations te the new efficers elected at our Dec. lst meeting.

¥ith the recent Jonestown debasuchery highlighting exploitation of Amateur
Radic for illegal purposes, it behooves us all to take care and be on the alert.
We suspect that Amateur bands have been used by illegal drug trafficers,
various criminal activities, business communications ef both non-profit and
profit-making organizations, including strange nreligious" cults, We must
do our best to prevent this frem taking place — especially on the SPARC
Repeater. With our autopatch scheduled to go on the air soon, our care and
supervision must be intensified.

For those members who want to use the autepatch fer legitimate purposes,
procedures are reviewed here. Learn them well, Steps in autepatch use:

1. Ensure repeater is clear —- ne conversation in progress. Conver-
satiens in progress have prierity.

2. Stete your intentien: "KLSCL to use autopatch."

3, Punch in the autepatch access code. This code is te be divulged
to members only. :

4. Listen briefly for dial tone confirming you are en autopatch.
5. Punch in the number you are calling.

6. While waiting for number to ring and answer, state your call=-sign
and number called: "K4SCL calling 584 0984."

7. Vhen party answers, advise him you are calling via amateur radie
autopatch, giving sufficient detail to warn the party that whatever he
says may be heard by others besides yourself and that bad language is not
acceptable. lake this as brief as possible, using your good judgement as
to what is necessary based on your knowledge of the person called.

8. Complete the cenversation briefly.

9. State time clearing autopatch: "K4SCL clearing autopatch at 9:53."
Approximate is OK. This helps us determine time of events recorded.

10. Punch autopatch disconnect code.

11. Clear with repeater: '"WRLALM this is K4SCL clear.”

73 de X4SCL
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ROSTER
UPDATE:

pdward F. Melvin gAL cud
501 blst Ave. N.E.
+, Petersburg 3373

Jack Mandel Wl PLM
14301 11th Ave. No.
St. Petersburg 33713

William R. Hite Kl RHD
9849 GCommodore Dr.
deminole, Fla. 33542

~J. Tracy Black WAk TGQ
501 h:,ﬁ Str. S.W.
larga  33bhu

David T. Johnson WDl SEG
6265 51st Terrace NO.
St. Petersburg 33709

Horace R. McCormick Wl RKK
7518 Par Ave. No.
St. Petersburg 337T1u

Dana Parks, Jr. WL BYS

705 Country Park WBl BCP

Clearwater 33516

(Bladys R.)

Robert Ne Smith Wh EGu
1ores WAL TUM

10 L9th Way No.
Pinellas Park 33565

Gary Gardner ML AXN
3611 Burlington Ave. No.
St, Petersburg 33713

John R, Browning K5 THH
ui$ (r) syth Avenue No.
St. Petersburg' 33703

Fred J. Marware WBL GSL
1960 U.S.19 So.,Lt 156
Clearwater 33516

Robert H. Strid Wl OLL
1390 87th Ave. No.
St. Petersburg 33702

Robert E, Adaus WDh NSG
Marie L. #dams KaL BBB
2890 Hickory lane
Largo, fla. 33540

C.K. (Ken) Marston wBlL: LXH
7988 LSth Ave. Neo.
St.. Petersburg 33709

New Address:
Faith Lakeman WA4WOU
3058 Hillsdale Avenue S.W.
Largo, Florida 33540

DISABLED AMERICAN
VETERANS MAGAZTINE

FCC to Consider
Exam Changes

The Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) has opened an inquiry into
the administration of telegraphy (interna-
tional Morse code) examinations to han-
dicapped applicants for operator licenses
in the Amateur Radio Service.

The FCC needs comments to find out
if its current policies and rules towards
the administration of amateur telegraphy
examinations to the handicapped should
be changed. Comments should consider
the following possible alternatives for
FCC action:

e Maintain the status quo.

® Adopt a rule to lower the telegraphy
speed for handicapped applicants.

® Create a “codeless” license for the
handicapped and limit operation to fre-
quencies above 144 MHz.

® Waive the rules to lower the code
speed for the handicapped.

Comments are due no later than No-
vember 30, and should be addressed to
the Secretary, FCC,.1919 M., Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20554,

All comments should contain the correct
Docket Number of this Inquiry, which is
85 Docket 78-250. Further information
concerning this Inquiry may be obtained
from Gregory M. Jones, Safety and Spe-
cial Radio Services Bureau, (202) 632-
7510. The deaf or hearing impaired may
obtain additional information about this
Inquiry by calling the FCC's attended
TTY at (202) 632-6999.

OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 730 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS =
NEWINGTON CT OCTOBER 26, 1978 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT

The Governments of the United States and Surinam consummated an
Amateur Radio reciprocal operating agreement with an exchange of
diplomatic notes on October 12, 1978. The agreemeﬁt is effective

that date, so amateurs of either country desiring to operate in the
~ther can do so upon application to proper authorities. Details
available for a stamped self addressed envelope to ARRL headquarters,
Newington CT 06111. AR

OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 728 FROM ARRIL lIEA[iQUARTERS

NEWINGTON CT OCTOBER 12, 1978 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT

During a meeting held Thursday October 12, and widely publicized in -

advance as Personal Radio Day at FCG, the Commission directed its

staff to prepare a Notice of Inquiry for a new Personal Radio Service to
operate on 900 MHz. This decision was based on recommendations of

the Safety and Special Radio Services Buredu lhat'gﬁ'l‘] MHz was
preferable Lo other frequencies for this proposed service for the
following reasons. 1. Better chance of coordination with Canada and

Mexico. 2. Less lelevision interference. 3. No present users who would
be displaced. 4. Less expensive for FCC to administer. 5. More spectrum
would be available. Further information will be released gs it becomes

available, by bulletin from this station and later in QST. AR
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LARGO, FLORTDA
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TELLOWSHIP AND ZERVICE

MEMBERSHIF $10,00 ANNUALLY
SPOUSE 1,00 EXTHA
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PHONE 526-774k

ADMIRAL HOURS 8:30- 5:00 PM
SALES DAILY
BOB KASTLE K4TQW- LIMITED AMATEUR WORK SAT. -9:00 to 12:00
CALL FOR INFORMATION.
KASTLE TV

TRADE IN YOUR OLD TV (OR LET US
FIX IT TO WORK LIKE NEW)
SERVING ST. PETERSBURG AREA~ 24 YEARS SAME LOCATTON

3898 - 46TH AVE., NO. ST. PETERSBURG, FLA.
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SPARC-GAY

W#OJH PHONE 392-5810

DONALD SUMMERS

AMWAY HOME CARE PRODUCTS.

AFTER YOU HAVE TRIED THE REST. LET ME SHOW YOU THE BEST.

DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE

10388 104TH AVE. SEMINOLE. FLA. 83543

HAVE YOU WORKED ALL

~ HANK'S -

WAYMSY WALRLY
wr3gn
WANWEKO WAL FNK
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OAK HILL ACADEMY

AMATEUR RADIO SESSION
MOUTH OF WILSON, VIRGINIA 24363 « SUMMER ADDRESS
BOX 1461 NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. 29582 « WINTER ADDRESS

GENERAL ©TO DBXTRA . CLASS

A VACATION WITH A PURPOSE = STUDY ON A MOUNTAIN TOP
OUR 20th YEAR -~ GRADUATES FROM 42 STATES AND MANY FOREIGN COUNTRIES

all ages welcome - YL's and OM's

WRITE NOW FOR A BROCHURE
Classes begin JULY 28 thru AUG. 10, 1979

v 3 i
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THIS SPACE FOR RENT--

THIS SPACE FOR RENT--
$ 7-50 per year.

$ 7.50 per year.
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NO ONES

PERFECT

The other -day on an inner page of a Swiss newspaper, there was an
artical about a bridge that fell into the Rhone River. Obviously,

if a big bridge falls down, someone made a mistake. Almost immedi-
ately the architect announced over the TV that it was not his fault.
The contractor told a reporter, "I'm not responsible." When inter-
viewed, the engineer and crew let it be known that they were not

to blame.

Finally, all fingers began to point to the manufacturer of the
metal--used in the spans of the bridge. However, the manufacturer
said that he could not in any way be held responsible, because
apparently there was an "inherent defect' in the material when it
was brought to his factory. ;

As a friend who also read the artical said, "“This is a situation
which could go all the -way back to Adam!"

And doesn't it sound familiar? Is it not the story of your life and
mine more often than we care to admit, busily running around either
excusing ouselves or accusing others, and sometimes doing both at
the same time? '

According to God's Word, the Bible, we all have an inherent defect
like the metal in that Swiss bridge. The Bible calls it sin and
tells us that we are sinners by nature. Because of sin we are
alienated from God, confused in our thinking and unable to please
God or ourselves.

People don't like to talk about sin, but sin is everywnere. It affects
each of us. We are all out of step with God's plan and His laws.

NO ONE'S PERFECT. Sometimes it's hard to admit that we're not "per-
fect"; it's even harder to admit that we're not "good enough."

But God knew all this. And He still loved us! In fact He loved us
so much that He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us. On
the Cross of Calvary Jesus took all our sin and imperfection upon
Himself. He paid the penalty for our sin, completing the work of
our salvation.

Yes, no one's perfect. But in Jesus Christ the problem of our
imperfection is remedied! For through faith in Christ we are counted
righteous before God. "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him -
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made untoc
salvation.”

Today you can begin a new life, free from guilt and alive in the
power of God.

PAID ADVERTISING BY CONCERNED CHRISTIANS
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SPARC-GAP ADS,

FULL PAGE $ 60,00 PER YEAR
1/2 PAGE 30,00 L[5 PR
1/4 PAGE 15,000 no om
1/8 PAGE P50 M m

ALEMI DS SET PROM YOUR MATERTAL
SUCH %bS, BUSINESS CARDS, LETTER
EEADE®ETC . TYPESETT ING EXTRA,

THE FLORIDA WEST COASTS' ONLY FULL-SERVICE AMATEUR RADIO

SALES & SERVICE STCORE OPERATED BY HAMS, FOR HAMS....... .

Electronics)

1800-B Drew St. © Clearwater, Florida 33515 ¢ Tel: (813) 461-HAMS

12 CHANNEL MIDIAND 13-509 220MC $156.95

SALES NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT SEE THE NEW ICOM 701

FULL ICOM LINE TEMPO ONE W/PS $440,00 CASH  YAESU

NYE KEYERS, DENTRON TUNERS, AMPLIFIERS, WILSON ROTCRS, ANTENNA,
WALKIES, KLM, LARSEN, TAYLOR ANTENNAS, B & W, MOSELY, ETO
MIDLAND 13-513 SYNTHESIZED 220MC RIG  CASH SPECIAL  $399.95.
ALPHA, VOMAX PROCESSORS

HOURS
MONDAY-SATURDAY HOURS: 9:00 AM to 5:00PM
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SPARC-GAP
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CONVERTION - 77

The Fla, Gulf Coast Amateur Badio Coumcil, Inc had a very successful two
day Hamfest on Nov 19th & 20th at the Clearwater Sheraton Sand Key Hotel.

Banguets and Meetings were well atiended and interssiing, while Dealers &
Swap Tables enjoyed & brisk business. It looked like everyone found something
of interest, to take homes Probably didn't need it but just couldnt ge®
aleng without same, HI I! :

Attendance was approximately 3600 and the council considers it to have been
more successful than their 1977 effort, that was a fine effort also.
KEEP IT UP FELIOWS !! :

The lucky winner of firwt Prize - WTKNN, Virgal Patton now working at Sperry
Rand out in Oldsmar. The hourly prizes were well distributed, as Bert Fry,
WD4MNU monitored the operatiom. However, as you might know, K4NAN should have
meindaplackiorhavinahismeealledthemstformotmm-

we are just going to have to charge you tripple to give the rest of us a chancell.

Our thanks go to the many of us working to make this a suceess and their
time and efforts are very much appreciated. :ﬂ

See you next year,

iy

OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 735 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS
NEWINGTON CT DECEMBER 7, 1978 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT

FCC has proposed protecting its monitoring stations at Allegan, M1,
Anchorage, AK, Belfast, ME, Douglas, AZ, Ferndale, WA, Fort
Lauderdale, FL; Grand Island, NE, Kingsville, TX, Laurel, MD
Livermore, CA, Powder Springs, GA, Sabana Seca, PR and Waipahu, Hi
from harmful interference. Amateurs who run a kilowatt within 10
miles of one of these locations.could be affected. The deadline for
comments in General Docket 78-365 is January 22, 1979. Amateurs
may request a copy of this NPRM by sending a large stamped
self-addressed envelope to ARRL, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT
06Ill. In other action, the Commission extended the comment
deadline for General Docket 78-250, ing code examinations for
the handicapped, until March 30, 1979. :

OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 729 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS £y
NEWINGTON CT OCTOBER 19, 1978 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BT

During a meeting held Thursday, October 19, 1978, the FCC formally
adopted an interpretation of Section 97.79(d) of the Amateur Rules

as il applies to autopatch. The Commission declared that autopatch
over an automalically controlled repeater is nol allowed. Any autopatch
must be monitored by a repeater control ()pcral()r. The FCC also
divected ite staff lo send ARRL a letter indicating this interpretation.
Further information will appear in QST. AR

)



SPARC-GAP

HISTORY OF
ST. PETERSBURG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB Continued

APRIL
Preliminary plans & announcements were made for the forthcoming Hamfest.
Jack-W4NOK announced that SPARC-GAP would be published from New Jersey for
the next several months. It was with no loss of issues.
MAY
Biographical sketch published ‘on Naomi Spence=W4TDK. Nice tribute to a
real nice gal. XYL of Jack-W4NOK got her ticket, Frankie's call WA4NFA (No
Foolin Around). Incentive licensing began kicking up pro's & con's, some of
them real gems of oratory from all sources. A big & very successful Hamfest
was held at Phillippe Park on May 12th. President Dillman-K4USK worked like
a trojan on this delighi affair. 448 logged in.

JUNE

Field day arrived w Marvin-WAWPF & Burt-WA4MHR as Co-Chairmen, with
Curly-W4TCF & others assisting. It was a very fine show of Ham Radio Emergency
operations. This was alleged to be a tired old mans' show. With its success
which was quite obvious we need more  tired old men.

JULY

Another fine.tribute to another fine gal. SPARC ran a biographical sketch
on Cathy Seeds-W4BAV. It was later reprinted verbatum in Florida Skip. The
Special Editord: Marv-W4WPF & Hote-W4YU did an excellent job. About this time
Cathy disappeared on a vacation. The hottest event of all was the weather.
Whew! !

AUGUST

Weather still hotter than--Welll!! SPARC ran a biographical sketch on
Ed Blatt-W4RUR, another ham whose contribution to Ham Radio can never be
measured by mere words, because they cannot give enough tribute to a great guy.
Intra Club picnic was held at Taylor Park with fair success. Everyone is look-
ing forward to next year for a bigger & better one.

: SEPTEMBER s

SPARC-GAP Editor, Jack=W4NOK & XYL, Frankie-WA4NFA returned from New
Jersey after a hectic season to fill the role of professional loafers for a
while. Attention was focused on the AREC Net ably handled by Bill Simcox-
WA4BGU & Dolph-WA4CIL. Ed Cushing, SCM visited the Club the first meeting
of the month. Ed-W4RUR was on the sick list for a while. Everyone was very
happy when he bounced back.

OCTOBER

All hams were invited to V.H.F. Club to hear Mr. Al Ritter, FCC Field
Engineer, guest speaker. Jim Dillman, K4USK was still galavanting around the
country on vacation when SPARC-GAP went to press.

NOVEMBER :

A Halloween Party was held November lst, along with nominations by the
appointed committee & the floor. There were a flock of nominations & with the
later withdrawals, those left to be voted on .were: Dolph Moebs, WA4CIL for

President; K4GUH-Mel & W40HJ-Jack for Vice President; WAWPF-Marv for Secty--
Treas.; Directors: WA4BGU-~Bill; WA4BGW-Al; WA4BOW-Jack; WA4MHR~-Burt; W4NOK-
Jack; W4RUR-Ed; W4TCF-Curley & W4UFR-Earl.

: Compiled By Cathy Sochl
Continued Hext Month W4BAV
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